
permacultu re design isrnost eff e:ti n: wher ..~ it ir1((lr;::o ~.:(.~sJ '.:::r,1'~~:
iul and natur;ll ilpproLlch to the trJnsiti,'n. C":,;ip",u:,; e1l1 n;,'ke
sigmfic:uit contribution by p;lyinf; ,1tte~ltiun tu thi: jet,1 ils ct ilie ,1:1'.

focusing first where minimum ch.lnS'.o'5 Gin pndtll:e m ..1'.imun
effect. \Vhen ;I sustrli nr\bl~ design projCd rC·.l'-lires only min.'·· '"
ch<1n\~e, the proJ'ect st;mds a better d1ilrKC l,f bein" acee.'1 ,,'!

o .• r.~users. The Jrcnitects for the Auc!ub'l1 Sock tv's h"';1.1.··

i'':ew York understood this principle ,1nd thus ~d :1[~I".:'
recycling system that W.1S u:'~r fnendly. Their solutit,·,
$cpar71te chutes on every noor th;tt carry rccyclJoie rn;: I.·
recycling center in the basement. This system \\"~s ca:::
int() theoffic:? routine ::lnd h:1s prm'elrquite :i\!ccessf::1 l;' d ;'. " ,

were requir~d to (;'Irry the m<ltcri<ll to tlH~ L'.1scment, the rl":);din~
diur! would rIklSt likely h~\"ediminished ..
OPEN-ENDED: if our desi£ns are truly based on l!c,'lul:"', the
must be op::n-(mded and therefore cap::!!:I\:;'of e\'u!\'inS It i;::ritk~

th,lt we do not see ourdesigns;l$ st;1Hc but r;\ther ,15l1l'"ibIe enOl\:;'
to allow for change. On a social h~\·d.desih""l"\

should be adaptable to meet ch"1nsing cGndi
tio:"',:; within 'family or \.'·()rkin~ .:lfrrln;::ernent~
Or: t!'~1-! Fh~-":.;il"';l1 1"2'~·eL ~}l~ ~)F'·~P-~}:~':'.>: ·-.!('si·~~
should acknowledge <1rd .KC~pt lnhere'i1
changes in i1 guild planting JS it cycles thnJu~
succession. This open-endt;'d <1ppma<.:h shuUl
encourage uE'"rs' participation and inter;\cti()

with the design, .:lnd ultim.ltcly support .:l":C€F
tance.

AESTHETICS/EXPERIENCE: In our enthus

;)sm to produce pernucuIture-bLlsed project:
we may overlook the inherent:lesthetic qUJ!
ties tn<1tcan result from. :iustain;tble design, Ft·
e.':rl mp [e, many constructed wetl;mds be(ng bui
to tre;:!t \,\"(lste water ;Ire rectan!;ubr basins fu

l,:-f fT1i,·HH.)tvpic st~nds of c1tt~liissurrounded bvchain link fen',,~:

,,'rut a ~i~s2d opportunity! Instead, perm::l(~lt"Jr-~ shnuld be
celebrLltion of processes and relrltionships. These systcrn.s "
based on natural wetlands with incredible diversity
come 3narl.1enit ....~for the Gorntnurdtv !i1ther th;)n un evesn

e\'er, we must p·ush beyond the cre;tion of a pidureS'que
ecological design :In
strive to<V';1rd creatir,g i':·

periences th.1r enCOLlr.1,e
interpretation or inter<,

lahonships be~:·ep.nsoc
ecv J.nd :lJ.tur~. L:<::!;,;c~~r:
ipi; permacultun:c;H1 pr
"-'ide for!es~ons J:1.) i!1t~
pr7:tations that ..·.'ill r··

~~rl~icalinour .::it;.] it :~J':;;:i(
a sustain()ble3.)~..:ietv. On~

by cr;:atin;g beautiful St;.
ti1u1301e ::leslgns that p

'voke a variet:7or inte.t1'r·
t.1tions and ~~xp~'!rienc,,:

wi!~ the pub!inL~Jersran
.. , .... ". an..::!, ceSlre pt:.'rmt1c!.~i~t.li

,·:-un\ ti\iS oner !..1b'::;,J.~~:'i(:n01 S()'::~i.)~o.s;\C:il {..lctO(·~ tL.~t· ~;U?F'>":
~·"::~~11:;c'..lltur'2 design, 1~ is. clB.:1i" there i....:.t1 close ir;t!~r:·l.~!a~l,-'r<~h~~
:~.!!_:r·"'J..~u;dvJ ti--:i;; lis: ispi.){ ::-ne.:tf\t tu l;~ i(",J..:lusi~·e b~it r:~:h*::';"1·;r~~:·:;;~

;:,:',::it t:;j~:i;~,'~;e:~~~~~;~(~~\~l'~i~:;~~~~~~~~'s~;~:i~\~'\~~:i:~~~;,t~~:...,",~,.
:~lJ.;;tJi~t)bie .soci~ty n."1~Y,.~e a long ilnd diffic: ..dt ont!. bu( by l·':~'(
:;" :::;usty ZldClressi ng tn e tJ.Ctors thJt cn.~':our.1go:~a~ce ~~tt.1r~,(:("t,.~\'i,: '.".

c·t> I.lcie"to h{lsten' thi~ triJ:1sitJon .. -\5 designers ~ve nJVe.1 rt;:~;p\ :f~S,Ci

::v ..~r;d i1 maI1date to -:reate sustain~bl~ L:Hl.d~\:ape;;, cuiidi:'.';:S:'.!1

c:J:~c~'that {1re so be~ utirul, so ecologicalIy sound, ;;,nd :50~(n<1t1;)nJ';:

::.;::s[yin.g th~l t '.\'~ \viii 1.Vl1nrt(..'Ierr.brJ.r..~Esustai:l..1biU ty in ,'< 1 ,~ •.. ~' :.,-'

:.::<Jur lives.
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The Acceptance of
PermaCllltllre

view from the edge:
community cornmenrarj

As designers, we sometimes tend to overluok the sociologic:ll
fuctors that encouflge public ilccept;:mce of permaculture. F<lr
p'~rmilcu!ture to be accepted by the mainstre:lm, we must explore
and incorporate the
sociolo:::icill factors

thilt wiTI encourage
~ocietv to embrilce it.
EDUC:A TION: Ac­

ceptance of perma­
culture design is de­
pendent on people's
understanding and
appreciation of the
ecological principles
tnLlt LIre incorporated
into a prqject.Ecology
as a design basis will
result in complex re­
iationshiFs where for
exal1'Fle. energy and food production wilt be intern:!atr'd to \VJtl'r
reuse. Educatiun is an ongoing process where we deve!0p <l:\

l wa reness of the en'i ironment and our rela tionsnip to it. SkillsanJ
om..rnitment follow with the ultimate goals bemg informed ded­

sion making, responsible behavior, and constructive actions re­
garding <1sustainable lifestyle, Consequently, educ.:ltion is vit<1i to
the acceptance and success of a
p~rmaculture i.n.stalla tion, For examp Ie, t'.vo
:--,Qusing projects in Berlin, Germany incor­
porated greywater recycling systerns that
n.eeded to be maintained bv the tenants.

Qr'e project held claSSt2Son the reJsons for
the .system, how it worked, ;:md the mainte­

;:~nce .it ~e1uired. 1h;, othe,~ ~e.sidential
pflJlect onlY neld il bner mtroauctlOn to the
~,"Stern. ThehousingateathJt ir:.corporated
the ed ucation.11 continuum encouraged ac­
ceptance in a successful svslem while the

Ut;l!2 r project wa;:; not able to develop com­
:"'1i~t"i"'!-ent and t'ntI'S bec:1rr~ei~~.cr:er3ble.
INTEGRATION: rermacult~re encour­

;:;ges th •.•integration of necessary processes
';, :"1,:1"1 as energy production and \Vaste d is-
t'c.:s:d in the ck)ser context of our eve:yd.:1:' ~~'''-2:': \-.,:,,;(~r',~l;.}'::'.:~/

;C{::~~::Lt~~~~;~~~E~~i~:~~:~~~~!~:~l~~f~~.~;~~~;(;U:~~;:~~;.~:~l:l.~r~.~~
deli?;:;:\t'!d h'i the edges of ':iti~s, but r;Jther m(1Ch~;ic'\<rlt .."I(ln2n~c;'c')~

wr~::1nIifp.:/l) :nore re5Fun::;i~I{~ eth.i~ ~vould ev('\; \'~ ..~Ve ~\'()uiJ :~'2t? rhi':
l:n::j re.:;ult or our \VJ5t~~ Ul1C1\·/ouk11P,COrpOfJt1;:'> n!f2.JSUre:i to r'~~;!Lt':':
,1nd r~ust*' our \\·a5t~ sti£:.JiTL Integrn t"ed S!/st~~'[n;;:Ci1n b~c(.\!r;e a
SO~lr<::eof pride Jr.J motivatl: ..1n in ~ COm:11:Jn:{\: th~\t (iHl (j::t as ,1

cnt.()I:/st f\.··:roth~r :aspects of sus~ainabi1ttv. for; rH+2gratlon to su:.:-
..;,:..; ,(~~l.si~""rler~m1lst ;.::,? •.~·k(T"t"';1 tive vv'a t's "to t·'. •..n~ ·0l~- f'''lut: ic ~h:;'v")-'--"J .•- "'r:J' - •.•.•.~ -~"'- >.- - (J •. t'~·,,",l. "'- ~. I .• ~-c

nee Jnd supP'Jrt as v..:t.: orin::: these srOC2sses bJck i~to tht; :-'2Ji:T~
n~·o.)~.t;~"·,..t·'"'l" 11'/"0 ""-, 4.
_·t _ V ._" J;...1'U 'f' •..•..•

~vfl;-Jl~IAl O[SRUPTION: Shifting toward ::! "'_)5t,:ir1ab!~ S(·:iefvl...' - ~

\\'i11 require sorne rTIa}Ot cLange.s i.n our li~e5tyles. J-fc\.'-.'0\'er. .


