view from the edge:
community commentary

The Acceptance of

Permaculture
by Gary Bentrup

As designers, we sometimes tend to overluok the saciclogical
factors that encourage public acceptance of permaculture. E'ur
permaculture to be 1caepted by the malnstream, we must explore
and incorporate the
sociological factors
that will encourage
society toembrace it
EDUCATION: Ac-
ceptance of perma-
“culture design is de-
pendent on. people’s
understanding and
appreciation of the
ecological principles
that are incorporated
into a project. Ecology
as a'design basis will
result in complex re-
lationships where {or
examyple, energy and 3 food pmuurtxon will bain vlated towater
reuse. Education {3 an ongoing process where we develop an
wwareness of the environmentand our relationship to it. SKills and
orunitment follow with the ultimate goals being informed deci-
sizn making, responsible behavior, and constructive actions re-
garding a sustainable lifestyle. Consequently, education is vital to
the acceptance and success of a
parmacultureinstallation. Forexample, two
Rousing projects in Berlin, Germany incor-
porated greywater recycling syatems that
nee:ied to be maintained by the tenants.
u e project held classes on the reasons for
hesystem, how itworked, and the mainte-
nance it e:uxred The other residential
; nm*'ne | a briefintroduction to the
: e m. The housingarea thatincorporated
e ed cational continuum encouraged ac-
ptance in a successful system whlle the
r‘*c ect was notable to dwexop com-
! 'v*w”’ and thus became incperable
x\ TEGRATION: Permaculture encour-
ages the integration of necessary processes
such as energy production and waste dis-
in the dcsar context of our everyday
a5 these elements, people lose the nece
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MINIMA L DISRUPTION: Shifting toward :
will reg ¢ tanges in our

What a missed opportinity!

permaculture design is mosteflective whereitin noorpar wmﬂ Srace
“ful and natural approach te the transi e, Do A1 ma ;\a
signuficant contribution by paving attention to the det cu{\oz lite arm
‘ogusmc first where minimum changes can produce mosimun
effect. Whenas sustainable design proj Cutrcqmrc\nnlx Mine Tty
change, the project stands a better chance of being acceptod
users. The architects for the Audubon Society's headd i
New York understood this principle and thus set abens
recycling system that was ucar friendly. Their solutics
SLP'IF'H&‘ chute> on every fleor thatcarey recyclable mat-
recycling center in the basement. This >y-te'n Was edy
m*otwenfﬁuoroutme:mdhwqr:mvedqmtes‘xc”' stul l tie o,
were required to carry the material to the basement, the re. veding
elfort would most likely have diminished.
OPEN-ENDED: If our designs are truly based on ecolugy, the
must be open-ended and therefore capable of e olvivg tis criticd
thatwe do notsee our designs as static Lut ratheras flexible vnoug!
to allow for change. On a social leve!, de\agn
should be adaptable to mweet changing condi
tions within family or working arrangement:
O" thw ;ﬂ”":»!'"Wl lov L‘g a8 D - ) > ,.‘.bl s
should acknowle dge and accept nheren
changes in a guild planting as it cvcles t !’mug
succession. This ‘open-ended appmm.h shoul
encourage users’ participation and interactio
with the design, and ultimately support accep
tance.
AESTHE’I’ICG/E‘(PERIENCE In our enthus.
sm to produce permaculture-based project:
we may overlook the inherent aesthetic qual
ties that can result from sustainable design. Fc
example, many constructed wetlands being bui
to treat waste water are rectangular basins fu
3t ic stands of cattails surrcunded by chain link fenc:
vhat a missed opporturity! Instead, permacultare should be
slebration of processes and relationships. These systems «
ased on nat\_ral wetlands with incredible diversity and,
corme an amenity for the community rather than an eyesa
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