HISTORY

Built in 1939 with a Work Projects
Administration (WPA) grant

Home for 70 years to over 500 rare and exotic
plants, most donated by residents of
Washington State

Home since 1989 to a 119-year-old Christmas .

cactus, carried to Washington on the lap of a
pioneer woman

Production greenhouse for capitol campus
landscape plants and floral décor crops

One of only five public conservatories in
Washington State

Designed by renowned area architect, Joseph sl

Wohleb

Deemed eligible in 2001 for the National
Historic Register as part of the Historic
Capitol District

Toured by thousands of Washington school
children

Favorite break-time refuge of countless state
workers and public officials

Popular visitor attraction — still featured in
most print and online area travel guides

Closed in September 2008, displacing plants
and their histories — and denying them the
life-giving care of Conservatory staff

Slated for demolition to make way for the new
Heritage Center, removing it from the capitol
campus landscape forever

Capital Conservatory 1939, by Vibert Jeffers — &uBarish Collection, WA State Archives

THE FUTURE

Rescue the Conservatory from demolition

Restore or Relocate the Conservatory

Re-purpose the Conservatory for
demonstration, education, and projects to
enhance local food security

IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES!

~Friends of the Capitol Conservatory
For more information, contact:

1-360-773-6805 (John O’'Brien)
or
Ginaharper@aol.com



